Troy D. Jackson 129" Maine Legislature Sara Gideon
President of the Senate Speaker of the House

April 1, 2020

The Honorable Alex Azar The Honorable Seema Verma

Secretary Administrator

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW 7500 Security Blvd.

Washington, DC 20201 Baltimore, MD 21244

Dear Secretary Azar and Administrator Verma:

As the novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) spreads throughout Maine and the country, we write to
you to express our concern regarding access to affordable health care. Maine, like 37 other states, offers
Affordable Care Act-qualified health coverage to individuals only during enrollment periods available
through the federal health care marketplace. As we encourage Mainers to stay healthy, seek preventative
care, and respond quickly to any symptoms of COVID-19 to stop its spread, we ask that the Department of
Health and Human Services and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services work to establish a special
enrollment period for qualified health plans offered through healthcare.gov so everyone can access quality
health care without fear of the cost.

Despite recently expanding Maine’s Medicaid program, approximately 105,000 Maine residents remain
uninsured. This includes approximately 51,000 lower-income individuals who may qualify for subsidies to
make health coverage affordable. The uninsured population likely also includes many younger, healthier
individuals who may have chosen not to obtain coverage or who have insufficient coverage through a limited
benefit short term health plan. Unfortunately, young and healthy individuals are contracting COVID-19 at
alarming rates; we should be doing everything we can to encourage these individuals and all Mainers to seek
care before symptoms of this disease or other health conditions become too severe for our scarce health care
resources to accommodate.

The COVID-19 pandemic is wreaking havoc on the Maine economy while we close businesses, public spaces,
and otherwise implement social distancing measures to keep people safe and healthy. Please help us
minimize the impacts on our economy and our health by giving our residents the opportunity to access
health care and contain the spread of COVID-19 without fear of incurring medical bills they can least afford
at this difficult time.

Thank you for your consideration of this urgent matter. We strongly urge you to reconsider your recent
decision not to reopen enrollment and look forward to your response.
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